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As the only set of wheels I had at the fuc l right behind Peler Meek on his 
time of the run was n DR650SE and Commando and Graham Goodman on 

remembering the p..'llllfu l ride on it to the his BMW R 11 OOGS, I sat behind them 
WSB meeting at Brands, I decided to us they ri ll ed up and joshcd with each 
trail it down to Dorset That OR other without even not icing an 
has the most uncomfortable seat estale wagon with a bike on a 

Their 
10 the whole of the bike tmiler. Their penpheral vision 
finnamcnl In facL. 1 caJl find \cry peripheral must be crap so watch 11 when 
few redeemmg factors about the vision must be the} are on the road IS my tip. Wc 
DR in any shape or fonn . I see crap so wotch arrived about the same l ime as 
why these bikes do not sell well in it when they Maunce Knight who hnd set on~ 
Ihis market. VCI Ihey do on his BMW R850R in foul 

are on the Incredibly well In Fmncc and wcm her and had seriously though t 
GemulnY which goes 10 show that rood is my about turning back Luckily the 
anybody \\'ho tnes to export, tip. rain passed and he had fl fine run 
needs to visit the market to check ~""",,..-_ ... ..r. down, as did Doug Mltchenall on 
out local proclivitIes such a IS UZZ) Caljfomia 
masochism. 

I digress (comes naturally). I was 
mighty glad I wns In the hearse (as my 

fn mily unkindly c~lI l s my esta te lump) 
when the heavens opened as I got to 
Bradford on Avon The roads were 
absolutely awash with torrenlS of w~Her 
pounng dO\\ll Ihe hIlls Ah yes. 'us the 
Club Run weekend1 The w1l1d was set 
for W so by the wne I rolled mto 
Blandford, it had blown over 10 give a 
reasonable late afternoon. I pulled in for 

On the short dnve to the Crown Hotel 
from the fuel SlOp. Blandford 

looked like an unspoi led mnrkct town 
and therefore, tlus time, no chance of 
haVing a poke al architects and town 
planners. 

Funny how many people related to my 
diatnbe In the last repon so it is nOl 

Just me. The Crown had nOt yet 
acqUIred its new corpomlc brochure so I 
rely on Ihe Conson Hotc ls' compendium 
for a brief history· and ~ brief it IS. 



It describes the Crown as a "classic 
Georgian Couching Inn set alongside the 
water meadows of the nver Stour" . It 
cenainly had the stature and feel of a 
Georgian Inn with good proport ions. 
Mind you, as Georgian is the period 
from 1725 to 1825 (during which lhe 
monarchy ran Ollt of inspirtuion when 
naming the first bam sons), it covers 
damn mgh a third of the period from 
Cromwe ll to the present. I would guess 
tha.t the ho tel IS early Georgian, before 
they accepted sponsors hip from 
Sanderson's Wallpapers and 
immcdjutdy demanded 13 ft high 
ceilings fo r ma.x.imum paper use. 

I t is homely and not decorated 10 

satisfy the whims of Consort HQ. 
One con still find the stepped platronn 
running alongside the bannister where 
ci.mdles \\'ere placed for the coaching 
guests. The bonom onc was lil and the 
procedure was to t.1ke the lighted one, 
light the next one up and then ret ire. 
Originally decorated with Delft tiles, it 
still had Victo rian ti les which were mass 
produced in the same si lk screen 
me thod, using blue and white piclOria ls 
by Josinh Wedgwood, thus creating his 
fortune. Even though the majority were 
cracked, it was good to see these semi­
origins I fea tures and not Formica. 

The room l1 l1ocated to me was big and 
spacious as befits a Georgian Inll 

and I assume all the others were the 
same (I did not go bed-hopplllg 10 verify 
as I promised the Judge I would refrain 
after the lasl embarrassment) I \vas 
going to go for a trimblc as I love 10 look 
at Ihe history of a town by the vanous 
building styles and periods but was 
wayla id by Dave Hill (ex Kawasaki). 
claiming his pint for hel ping to ofr -Ioad 
the DR. After minimal resistance, I 

acquiesced and with various others 
join ing us, (he evening settled into its 
gentle rhythm. as they do, 

H aving missed the runs last year, I 
remarked to PRTS how much filler 

and fatter he looked (did I tell you of my 
lime in the Diplomatic Corps?). He then 
amazed us all by expla ining that he can 
drop IWO stone wHhin a month by using 
the British I-lean Foundntion d iet. He 
described it fully and it sounded jusllike 
my meagre mtions do led out by the Old 
Trout when she is saving up for 
someth ing special (perpetuall y) wh ich is 
why I am such a scrawny spec imen. 

HIs gue.st was the legendary Ke n 
Sprayson of Rcynolds 531 and 

fmmes fame. When I became hooked 
on bikes in the fifties, hiS name \Vas up 
there with the gods as the Illan who 
knew about handling. I-le was in 
extremcly good form and had an 
amazing fund of stories which will crop 
up through 111Is rambl ing. I wish now 
that I had asked him a question that has 
been on my mind since the fifties - why 
53 I? Ken was on a model 18 Non on, 
hAving ridde n down rrom Evesham way 
according to the nOtes on a de licate ly 
formed tray on the handlebars. There 
were anti-fatigue ho les drilled at the end 
of each fold on Ihis Lmy so I assume he 
only knows onc way to do things. 
Beautiful , tmly beautiful 

M artin I~'mben rid ing a ZRXI IOO 
appeared with Pa ul Fowler 

pedalling a ZR7. Arc they a unit? All 
weekend, if you saw Martin then the 
invisible umbilical cord pu lled Paul into 
camera about two seconds later. They 
arc a good double act and spark each 
other 00' . Is iI love? Maybe they are 
trying 10 adopt but that could be a 



Pa.ul is now fo lded Into 

pleased he has a rea l job. Man in had 
also invited Malcolm ash of Carol 
Nash fame but unfonunately he had 
fa llen olT at a Mick Boddicc Race 
School day, badly bruis ing his hand and 
knockmg his riding gear about a bll. He 
did Ihis right in fron t of Jell Stone from 
Gnulada Television so you can scc him 
do it on TV. I do hope he is insured for 
thi s ... 

despatched 10 MCN wi th Ihe !irst offic ial 
on the ZX~ 12 R and was met 
with "what that necds is a 
full race Akrapovich and 
chipping. T he n it wi ll rcally 
fly" . Is there no 
understtllldmg of "Genug ist 
genug und micr is suffiren"? 
Where does it Stop? The 
bleedin' thing does 200 mph. 
pokes out a squill ion horses. 
Will run and run if' len a lone 
and the Press c lowns reckon 
they can improve it. Help!! 
This same bunch of onc inch 
forehe.1d, knllckle~dmggers 

slagged ofT the ZR 7 because It does not 
whedy or SlOPPY \\ell. FllIUlilyenough, 
Mart in Lambert was pleasantly surprised 
by the ZR7 when he tried it during the 
ride. Guilty of reading MCN and 
believing it, Martin? Fina ll y, before 
letting go of KMUK. Geoff said he is 
too busy at the momcmlO squeeze in the 
required amount of hours to keep up his 
PPL (pnvate Pilots Licence). Ah, bless. 

I n the I.lbsencc of Andy Smith Geoff imon Hill arrived on a BMW 
from Yamaha and Bob Mac for Selvldge was ) 1 00I~T which is all Mondrinn 

J-londa and the continued absence holding court curves and he sported u ncw hUlr 
of any uzuk i heavy Iille rs s ince os Butl Moose. cul to blend with the jelly mould 
Dave Hill went Wopponese, Gcotr of the image. Simon always (urns up on 
Sclvidge was holding court as Bull majors and Bcemers 011 loan fTOm dealers but, I 
Moose of the majors and loving it. lo .... ing It believe, owns a Honda 
Ho brought along Les Pockclt (ex ~---.J CBR II OOXX. A bit like having a 
Kawasak i) from DFS ndmg a ZX-6R so good hausfrau and snidet on the s ide 
Kawasaki hnd its colours hitched high on except that the tas ty morsel is lell in the 
the mast Apparently Kawasaki has now garage and the hcflifrau IS taken out at 
accepted that senior marketing personnel weekends. Simon brought a long David 
cnn ha.ve a set of wheels on pan of a Plummer from MOlo Cinnelli on an 51'2 
contract hire plan and can nde what they Ducat!, that nicely crafted Sports Tourer 
sel l. So GeofT son of owned the from the Duke s table . 
ZZR600 he was usi ng. 

Geo A' ti ckled his adoring audience by 
recountmg Ihat an underling was 

David Strathcarron arrived in his 
Grinna ll wcaring a PVC oversui l 

that he reckons IS a bit li ke .tOOi l in the 



bag" as there is no efTecllve venulation. 
T he Grinnall is beautifully made and stili 
looks rea lly slllnrt About the only flaw 
IS the lack of reverse and required 
park-Ing valel services on arnval but cani. 
ha ... e e"erythlng, I guess 

M y iongterm mucker, Peter Vallis, 
rolled lip on his nnmac ulatc 

CX650 T urbo Wc ",cnl 10 a rall y in 
Malvern recenll. for a loo!"'·sec and 
when Peter returned to his bike, he found 
he had won a concours prize. JI IS that 
cherry Pete was my sidecar passenger 
back III the e"'lrly Sixties· and we still 
speak to each OIher. I had tried to find a 
copy of a picture from the loM which 
shows Pete pulling hi s head 111 10 aVOid a 
telegraph pole, the chair-whee l belllg 
airborne and over the pavement. 
Unfortunate ly I couldn't lay my hands on 
the phOIO, Petc talked the Cotton 
company imo making a road·raccr from 
their 250 mOlo-crosser back In 1962 and 
he mced It very successfully Wc used 
to go to meetings wuh the chair and the 
250 so he was busy on race days. 

NiCk Je lTery (ex Knw,1.saki), on trusty 
GT550 K wacker with Piz7 .. a 

delivery box on back. brought along 
Tony Jake man (ex Kawasaki . are you 
notlclOg somethmg? A takeover of the 
Industry or is KMUK's role a tfallljng 
school?) who works ror Suzuki but I 
gather he is not on their payroll a lthough 
he is there full Lime dOing PR. Tony was 
uSing a Ducali ST2 with 'orrible noisy 
curbon cans. T ut. id Hopkins was 
TEe and had Neil Ilcnlcy from I3SA 
group as hi s guest again, this time nding 
a TRX850 with race Microns T ut ag.1in . 

'cil took exception to my opinion of the 
T509 111 the Kettenng rcpon and 
clinched the argument by saying that 
anyone who rides 0 CX650 Turbo is in 

110 poSition 10 pass any commenl which 1 
suppose is game, sel and match , Dave 
Hill had Dave Taylor as his guest on a 
BMW R 1 lOOS which is appropriate as 
he has moved from H-D to BMW but he 
graces anything wl,h smooth mo"cs. 

D3ve Hill was wIth Ihe 3X Irnpons 
orgamsation (as 11 IS now li sted III 

the Tmder DIrectory) dur1l1g the Friday 
so he Just blaggt.-d a btke for a shon hop 
to Blandford. lIe was loancd a Guzzi 
Ccntauro V I O. ThiS had people puzzling 
ovcr some of the det.1ll nil weekend 
Davc complained that the Side panels 
obstructed the foo l.rests and he had to 
ride pigeon-toed to cope_ All through 
the run, the poor guy had to explnin that 
the V lOon the rocker box covers did not 
mean it had len cylinders Oh dear 
Nonna n Hyde appeared 111 a Fair Isle 
pullover and a bow tie for dinner and 
looked Itkc a young blade from the 
Roaring Twenlies Ilowcvcr, true to 
mdustry form . he had to borrow a Honda 
Blackbird from a dealer 111 order to have 
a set of wheels ror the run . 

Davc 1-1111 ~ntenaincd us wllh, hIS tale 
or changlllg to NTL as IllS cable 

supplie r and the chaotic nature of their 
billUlg which did nOl m(."Ct the wriuen 
promlSC orBT or better rates. I bet they 
regret having DH as a client as he is 
fully batt le-hardened In the field of 
deolmg with troublesome clienls and 
\vas wr~1king revenge on a non­
performing supplier after all the years of 
bc lllg on the receiving end, I suggest 
thcy sue ror peace - pronto J hea rd later 
that the MD called DH and they have 
scnlcd on Dave' s tcnns VlJsc mo\'e. 

Mike Jackson was Tony Dawson's 
representative here on ea rth ror the 

qUil which he passed round With lhe 



caveat that he and Tony Jeffery had set 
one question together and all the rest 
wcre from Tany. For thi s, read "vcry 
hard", St ill no obvious space la wnle 
one's name all the form , I notc. Mike 
used this as a smoke screen 10 cover for 
the fact lhal he had not finished his run 
report for the Lincolnshire Wolds and 
continued th is theme all 

Throughout the meal , we observed 
such sights as Batman and Robin 

crossing the foad~ followed by a burly 
lad tottering on high heels and wearing a 
fetching lillle gown less evening strap. 
Now, e llhcr Dorset is a very well·kept 
secret or there was a fancy dress "do" in 
the pub opposite the Hotel. There was a 

weekend. Methinks hc doth Apparently they 
constant stream of interesting 
sights while wc dined winch 
acted as a cabaret but at k-nsl 
there was life In the lawn nt 
night 

prOlest too much. These are ride motor 
ever so easy la do; anyone can cycles, drink beer 
do them; trust mc. I had a billet and chase women. 
dotLX from Mike and noted, from 
the heading, the initials "g 0 III C Sounds ghastly. fief dinner, the raffle reverted 
c" under his name. I pondered "-_______ , to standard format with Dave 
on th is and came up wi th Grand Order of Hill and Alan Blake doing the business 
Master of Ceremonies but became stuck of matching IIckels tQ prizes. Kcilh 
on the last "e", When I spoke to him Davies then la id out the plan for the ride, 
next, he told me it stands for "Gnarled which included laking a fe rry across the 
O ld Motor Cycle Correspondent", harbour at Poole and how the boat, after 

Since arriving and deposi ling my 
double duvet nnd matching pillows 

rame prize, I observed that the [abies In 

the dining room had been lurned round 
so that no-one had their backs 10 the lap 

table. T he menu proclaimed that t.his 
was the Three Cross Motor Cycle Dinner 
Menu which was Kcith Davies' subtle 
method of reminding liS all who ndcs in 
DorseL. T he subheading did ment ion the 
ClUb, though. so we were at the nghl 
place. Guests were welcomed by Dave 
Manin The Icedlllg frenzy began with 
our tab le being served by a lass who to ld 
us about her policeman partner and the 
bike he has elC but she was on the case 
when it came to keeping the wine 
OowlOg. In particular a Merlol that had a 
certain more-ish quality. I gather the 
rest of the staff were also on the bubble 
as a Club record ror dinner wine \Vas 
consumed, according 10 Nick Jcffcry 
who \Vas substituting ror DCllnis Bates as 
Hon. Treasurer. 

our booking, would have 89 members of 
another Club so we must make the I 100 
rerry or we would be caught up with the 
other group. As there was a Hell 's 
Angels' meeting in the area, we did not 
wish 10 be mixed up with that 101, dId 
we'! Apparently tbey ride motor cycles, 
drink beer and chase women Sounds 
ghastl y Nick Hopkms would be the Tail 
End Charlie on his Ducati ST2 as 
Richard Davies was seconded 10 a 
wedding 011 the Saturday a lthough he did 
drop in on the Dinner. 

There fo llowed the gentle art or 
TonSil Va rn ishing but nOl before 

witnessing the effect strong ale had on 
the locals at the fancy dress party who 
were, by now, coming out and Irying to 
knock bits otT each other including a 
couple dressed up most rea.listically as 
policemen They were so rea listic they 
even hnd walTan! cards and truncheons. 
It nearly ended in ((.'a rs berore bedtime. 



H ugh Palin had done the business 
and arranged for the RAC support 

agam so It WAS good to be able to 
welcome Mall Lowe 10 another run. 
Man was explaining ho\ the Integration 
of the Lex cultu re 10 the RAC was nOl 
proving easy which IS normal in these 
merger deals that look wonderful on 
paper. If you sce the magic word 
"syncrgy" in the glossy broc.hure on 3 

deal regarding your company. for 
Chnst's sake run Cl mile because Ilmcans 
painful times for the workers al the c.oal 
face. coping with lhe tergiversations of 
new management. I know, believe me. 
I have gal the scars. 

S imon Hill held 
court and he could 

be a professiona l 
comedian in lhe Frank 
Skinner, Eddy lzzard 
school for , as a 
raconteur, he is without 
equal I really can't 
remember the dCUlils 
(age problems) bUI I do 
know thal he buih lip 
his wall brick by brick 
using little mats jllSfes 
unti l he reduced us to 
helplessness and wc fe lt 
wc had been hit by a 
dump truck. The onc bit I do remember 
is some case he bui lt up on the use of 
stat istics and I was reminded that 
s tatis tically i l has been stated that 25% 
of the scrvice men in the Navy cannot 
swim. On the face of it . this sounds 
terrible and the Reverend Tony 81air 
should do something about it until you 
consider that the sailors mi g.ht \-',Icll be in 
the Arctic when required to show their 
sWlmmmg prowess. Those who can 
swim get another three minutes of life. 
Big Deal. Anyway, 100% of the Air 

Force can', fl y. QED 011 the use of 
stat istics. 

D3VC Martin was peckish a liule after 
midJllght so he sel oil with his 

noviciate Dnve PlummeT for 8 Roach 
Couch but PCIC (my gllCSl ) and I and the 
resl headed for bed sometime late·ish. 
The masses were pleased to hear the 
good news at breakfast that a Greek 
Ptomaine Palace had been secured and 
caplUrcd by Davc in a daring sk irmish 
and a Kebab was vanquished. Much 
relief over breakfast a l such fabulous 
news. The Club Chainnan has nOt 1051 
his touch. 

A t the nmth hour, all good soldiers 
were booted and suited save one. 

Dave Plummer exh lbit1l1g Kebab OD 
symptollls. who arrived very late at hIS 
Ducati STI 10 discover he had the wrong 
keys and retumed to Ius room to rerrieve 
them. Thus the convoy set ofT at about 
15 Illinutes aficr the hour with the usual 
line up for pic tures IInd somc gawking 
from Ihe yeomen of Blandford. I-leading 
E..1St into the sun (?), we remembered the 
words of Keith at the Briefing to watch 



out for a particular bridge for those who 
wanted to discover flyi ng. My problt:m 
\ ... 'as that 1 could not remember where it 
was so a ll bridges were suspect. 

The roule turned nOrlh artcr abolll 7 
miles and looped through Cranbome 

Chase and up toward.~ ShatlesbufY 
before tu rn ing soulh again at Melbury 
Down to pass through Blandford. Just 

• 

Sixpenny nano'.y, 
Zlg Zag 11111 (the hili wc had ridden lip 
on another TlIn some lime ago), On this 
section. I appreciated the DR more than 
on the longer, natter sections. Visibility 
was a real problem as it was overcast 
and n light rain was r..1 11 ing. Pick ing the 
li nes between the grovel and the wet cow 
ordure became tiresome. One horrid 
downhill riglllhander Ihat was slicker 
than sno l c.'wght Ken Sprayson testing 
the Model 18 handling to the the limit 
and a stationary Nonnan riglu on the 
exit. Ken hit Nomlan a nd then went 
grass tracking, bending a footrest but he 
bounced back and ontlnued 10 ride vcry 
fast for the rest of lhe run. 

Passing round Blandford, we headed 
down to"' rds Poole 011 a minor road 

before picking up Ihe A350 to take 
cofTee near tunn instcr Marshall I 
pull ed lip next to Mike Jackson and he 
asked me to IIlSlnlCt him on the use of 
the petrol rap on the W650 Knwasakl 
T hat's right, all these years and ~trol 
taps are still to be mnstercd. He j ust 

wanted rcassunlllcc that he had got it on 
the right sctt ing as the W650 was acting 
s lightly strange ly at times. He had it on 
"prime" setting rather than the normal 
"on" but I cxplained this was on ly by­
passing the vacuum tap and should not 
m:lke a diOere ncc. T he sun had cOllle 
out by now and it \Vac; very pleasant 
lak ing coffee outside. I chatted wi th 

Keilh Blair abouI his K75RT Ihat he 
bad just pu rchased. He was most 
impressed with the ABS, forclbl 
having la test it m greasy conditions 
in Italy when severa l locals c laimed 
Keith's b it of road. A very fit and 
lean Ala" Blake managed to drop hi S 

ST I1 00 bUl it was s.'wed from 
lutti ng the deck by a couple of the 
lads. Having just had three new 

valvCl and springs fitted to his four 
valve ticker, lifting that Jum p would 
have tested the plumbing and s titches. 

W ith the slight delay at the start and 
quite heavy trnmc 1n Poolc. we 

JUSI missed the 11 00 ferry so lined liP on 
the front row of the grid for the 1125. 
Bringing up the rear was Lhe other pany 
who turned out 10 be some Cloggics on 
mode m iron, not the Hell's Angels. The 
chain link ferry at least had a grippy 
surface on the deck . oat like some 
channel fe rries which have polished ~1ee l 
decks covered in diesel. Terrifyi ng! 
ThiS was welcomed by those at the front 
who were parked On a downhill s lope. 

When we alighted, the tol\ galc was 
by-passed (nice louch) and 

because of the C loggies, we re-grouped 
which meant that we did not have to sCt 
olT just aftcr them. They had the same 
idea and they thought we were pan of 
their tri p so fo r the next few miles, there 
were people looklllg at bikes 10 sec if 
this was the C lu b Ru n or not. As there is 



only onc road unril Stud land. th is was 
nOl too imponanl Ilowever. from there 
we rode across to Corfc Castle and some 
serious C loggic- sorting took 
pia c at Junctions and then up 
into the Purbcck Hills 

The road runs throug.h the 
middle o r a huge firing 

range with the Red Flags nyi ng, 
showing 11 \V8S in use. A I lunch, 
there was a di scuss ion about 
how much live ordnance there 
was Iymg around on that bit o f 
real estate, spoiled only by 
caravan parks. T he Army had 

road map. Could be fun - "Right, son, I 
know YOll li ve in Chaldon Herring 3J1d 
you're nicked". "But I li ve in East 

Chaldon , Ossife r! " Do they have IwO 

post codes as well? The fuel StOP 111 
Owc nnoigne Gallon (morc wonderful 
place names in thi s sceptred Isle of ours) 
causes the old biddy on the cash desk to 
come unglued. Before she look a 
readmg., the next onc started taking fucl 
so I bel SOOle were ovcr- charged and 
some undercharged. TIle OR lakes 
about ten quid's woml ma.ximum and she 
asked me fo r twe nty someth ing. I had 
noted the amount so paid that I do hope 
she recovers. 

The route looped us rouud Dorchcslcr 
and then Soulh to Portesh:ull for 

luncheon at U1C King's Anns. T he 

made an attempl 10 clean 11 up a bit but 
admitted they could only dell I with 60% 
and the remaining 40% was still lying 
there. A pity reall y as it looked very 
attractive in the morning sun. We pulled 
in to a lay-by for a camera shot high on a 
headland at Bindon lIill and looked 
dow'n on the amazing coastline and 
sand y be.:1.c h or Worbarrow Bay - and the 
CJoggies pulled in behind us. Dave Hill 
found the low cnd grunt of the Centa uro 
less than he expected and stalled it three 
times try ing la park. We took another 
viewpoint stop round the other side of 
t.he headland and pulled ofT lnlO a 
parking area ror a Icg-s tretch and (\ photo 
opportumty - and the clogglcs puJlcd in 
after us. Nonnall Hyde 
suggested Nic k Jellcry should I did remark that 

1200 lashes of the go round with the kitty so sce 
if we could get the bar bill pa id 
for us by Johnny Foreigner. 

grounds were very tidil y kept 
with shrubs, ponds and ducks 
and what looked like a good 
trade. The funny thing is that I 

wh ip for being two do 110t remember there be ing 

Maybe they heard him for that 
was the lasl we saw of them. 

minutes lote on any flappers in eVidence, only 

Mondoy might not chaps. The young I.ds serving 
the lunch all had hair c uts that be a great 

Aflcr West Lulwort.h, we involved pennmg and 
headed back 1I11and motIvator co louring... Strange that. 

passing a town shown on Ihe rO~~!mr---,~e-ernfcelcss the lunch was declared 
as C haldon Herring or East C haldon excellent by Dnve Manin. In facl . as yet 
Honestly. 11 is the same on my main again wc screwed up the orde ring, there 



was a surplus platc of fi sh ntld chips 
which Davc demolished. 

Y-' .~"- Ponesham . we rode west on the 

fabulous road that nms parallel to the 
coast with 3 grcm view back to Chcsil 
Beach Many remarked that, after a 
good lunch and a pmt, a quick kIp in thl! 
afternoon sunshine had some men I but a 
gentle bimble was just as good. At 
Bridport, wc turned nOrth up to 
Beaminster before heading CRSt across 
coumry on a section denoted on the 
route maps by three question marks I 
stili h<lve not worked out what was the 
slgnlficancc of these and I guess it IS a 
bJl latc now. When wc were due north 
of Dorchestcr at Mlddlemarsh, wc struck 
due south leavmg the Giant al Cerne 
Abbas on our right. ThiS waS super-easy 
riding on a mlllor road and fi few or the 
spans bikes were ClIt loose Just oUlside 
Dorchcstcr. there was a new housing 
developmcnt proclnllning "purpose bUilt 
houses" I am pleased about that. Do 
they mean that with all those piles of 
bricks, tiles, doors ctc , the real purpose 
\~'ns to make some houses, not j ust somc 
modem an t.hcy could flog 10 the Tate? 

Afternoon lea was taken at the 
Mi litary Museum of Devon and 

Dorset. housed in the Keep The Keep 
was built in 1870 as the gateway to the 

barracks of the Dorchcstcr 
Regiment and 11 housed the 
guardroom, cells and the 
annoury It replaced the 
Ijule Keep which was st ill 
vIsible from the roof T he 
museum W:IS .mother 
testi mony to Ihl! life of U1C 

perlpatct lC British Soldier 
dUring the Victorian era 
right up through various 
bloody conflicts to modern 
limes TIle section on 
disciplme had Chris 
Ventress contemplating a 
new slan' discipline 
procedure bUl I did remark 

that 1200 lashes of thc whip ror being 
iwo minutes lale on Monday mIght not 
be a grcat motivator 

I am perpetually fascmated by the 
fonJlude of the VictOrian soldier 

walkll1g all Over the world~ bUIlding 
barracks and even towns. fighting b.lltles 
and doing everything by hand. No JCB's 
on hand. nO ll filllg gem, no power tools. 
Very humbling Even more humbl ing 
was the section on concentratJon camps 
in that unnccess.:1fY Boor war South 
Africa IS such ~I huge land mass, it \,-ould 
not have hun to let the Bocr.; ha\'c the 
two separate republics they wanted. BUI 
we had to cmsh them and created the 
bunker mentali ty thut led to apartheId 
Puy the politicians step III and II1tcrfere 
\VJth the mcrcantile arralrs of our foreign 
ItIterests and ge t tI wrong SO often. Even 
today, my feelmg about polltlcJ8ns IS 

that they are like nappies, Le , 10 be 
eft"cctJvc Ihey should be changed often 
and for the same reason 



someone's 
information, 

there was never 
o famous Lamkin 

called Sharan. 

From there. it was u free-for-all back 
up !.he main roads to B1andford. The 

police got \vind of 11 as they had set lip a 
speed trap on the cnlmnce to B1andford 
Just a bit 100 laic and IroOlcally caught 
only Matt in the RA V31l. Keith 0 
offered me a blast on the Caglva Gran 
Canyon which I Lhought was great fun. 
It really has a super throttle response for 
3 big t,vin which shows the effectiveness 
of the fuel IIlJection.. It is light and 
eminently chuckable and well wonhyof 
cOl1slderntion. When I retllmed~ Keith 
immediately Laid me about next year's 
model which will have the TLIOOO 
engine with 30 more horses Typical 
sa lesman, always more nex'! year and all 
it achieved was to put me ofT thiS year's 
model. 

V en Sprayson told y.tms of his 
~xplolls III the Island and amazed 
US by pointing oul that If a JOll1t fractures 
because of fatigue. you should take mass 

Qut not add it in as logic would tell you. 
Onc year. he was whisked away by a 
Japanese works team and locked in \vith 
the bikes. Every one had a broken frame 
and they were going spare but Ken 
worked oul solutions and \ .. 'elded them in 
place. No more frame breakmg. lie was 
puzzled how hIS fmme for the 500 
lIonda of 1967 was conSIdered fine by 
Redman but not liked by Mike I 
remember a rnecI1Ilg at the end of 1967 
when Mike came round the outside of 
me at Clearways and sqUIrted 11 up the 
stmight. 'could Clearly scc the from 
wheel on either Side of the rear ty re as it 
lied Itself in knots SO I sympathise with 
MIke 

The ale In the C rown was excellcllI 
and the first pint \"ent to the spot. I 

found out much laler why the brew was 
called Tangle Foot! 

M anyn Robcrts said that Coswonh 
are so busy that they were 



desperate for new engineers. I gave him 
my card . 111 Martyn, remember? I-le 
took exception to my reference ( In the 
Ketteri ng report ) to hi s remarks on the 
increase in power by fitting onc of 
Norman's cans to his l3andit This could 
not have been so as he was not there on 
the Satu rday nighl, he said There fore 11 
mllst have been Nonnan embellishing 
something Manyn had said aboUl It 

going bener at another place and time. 
A fundamental POint IS being made here. 
These run reports are based on the facts 
as remembered and quoted to me o r 
witnessed by me but not necessarily 
exactly III the time, place and location. 
A pan from that~ they are complete ly 
Hlcmnl , though allowing for my distorted 
look at life and save the bl! of 
embroidery that makes an old man 
happy. 

The dinner menu was correctly 
printed with the fulllitle or lhe Club, 

flanked by IWO logos showing the three 
3Jldroids. The righ t hand trio were 
cranking over to the left on my copy. 
T he menus were tightly rolled up and 
held by tllpe which was impossible to 
undo - just like modern packaging on 
things such as toothbrushes. T hough we 
were seated at a different table, we 
inherited the previous evening's wBltress 
who ca rried on her diatribe about her 
man being a use less h'llf-wlt but she 
loves him and Ius bike etc., while 
keepi ng tha! Merlot flowing. Good g.rI. 
On both evenings, the C rown did an 
exce llent job by serving c\'erybod 
speed ily from a full menu selection. 

M ike Jackson went through the quiz 
by giving out the answers and 

admi lting to the ambiguity of some of 
them. As these run reports have to pass 
by an editing committee and a legal 

depa rtment, may I suggest thllt the quiz 
undergoes the same process? Then 
queslions aboul Starlcy Towers 
(somewhat arcane a subject) can be 
deleted By the way, for someone's 
information, there was never a famous 
Lampkin called Sharon (question 6). 
The qUIz W'dS won by onc o f our guests, 
Paul Fowler Nick Hopkins perverse ly 
has not claimed his RAC membership 
from the las t rUIl as n direct result of my 
gentle ribbing III the report. Ah, 
cummon, ick, only kidding. 

Mike a lso used thi s SPOIIO reveal the 
reason for the occasional fluffiness 

in the carburation on the W650 by 
producmg a pair of blue shons found 
under the scat which were gell ing sucked 
into the intake frolll time to time. 
Martin Lambert said they were definitely 
the type common in Japan and therefore 
factory-fitted ul1tilthc label was read and 
sta ted "Made: in Mi lton Keyncs" They 
were the profX!r1y of C hris Walker, the 
KMUK Ace If he was weaflng them 
under his leathers at Brands went he 
\\ent from seventh on the grid to second 
by Druids. they could have introduced 
some new fonn of gaseous induction. 

Simon Hill got slUck into the task of 
Sergeant·at-Arms with hi s customary 

fl aIr and quirky humour, leavlIlg the 
troops rolling about with laughler Whal 
a wonderful fea ture of the Club 
weekends Norman Hyde has introduced. 
One is publicly pointcd Out as a 
complete gomeril and laughed at whi le 
pnying for the privilege and laughing at 
oneself. Evcn protests j us t compound 
Ihe costs and wi th Simon it is bener 10 
quit while well behind. Poor Mnu got it 
for the spceding finc. Slakey for falling 



off m the car park and so on but It is 
gent le, good gentle fun_ 

Hugh Palin made one of his dignificd 
litHe speeches and revea lcd that Ken 
Sprnyson was the inventor of the 
Zimmcr Frame, among so many other 
ground-breaking achievements in the 
field of motorcycle englllccring_ 

Retiring to the bar. as Ont;: does, I gO! 
into conversa tion with Man-in Lamben, 
Palll Fowler and Keith Blair and the 
conversa tion IUrned to that recently sad 
city of Liverpool nnd comparing it with 
its Victori~m heyday when the merchants 
were senously rich . The thought was 
expressed thot maybe the liverpudlian 
mind is still based on trade as opposed to 
manuf.'lcturing. Hence the difficulties 
compamcs find when locaung to what is 
still a r.'lbulous ly structured c ity in le mlS 

of architecture, public places and 
tmnsport is that no one really wants 10 
work . 

Then the subject turned to Cathedral s 
and the Roman Catholic wigwam. 

As it happens, my brother-in-I'l\v did all 
the real work, translating John Piper's 
designs for Pat rick Rentiens ' studio, 
usmg the modem method for stained 
g lass windows ca lled dnllc-de-verre. I 
should have remembered Ihat Martin is 
the club's residclll expert on glass (v,de 
KCllcring) and wc were 3\.\'uy. Add 111 
Keith ' s keen mind on modem materials. 
He chipped 111 with epoxy-based 

adhesives and sunlight degradation and 
we covered a lot of ground All the 
while, the Tangle Foot ale wns worklllg 
its "ray into the systems. 

From Ihere, we graduated to York 
MlI1stcr and the rebuilding thereof 

wht:re, according 10 Keith . the 
specification required proof positive of 
500 years life and blending in bllt no 
other restrictions than those. In the 
death, ihe only matermls with a good 
enough track record arc oak, stone and 
s late as composites and titanium etc., are 
too modern and even stoinless IS a 
parvenu. Thence to talcs of old oak 
beams that resist electric drills. ThiS 
breadth and depth of curiosi ty and 
knowledge IS the life of the Club. 
Shortly aner, the meaning of Tangle 
Foot was discovered . Abed I wandered 
among the lasl of the s tranglers 
(stragglers?) at not so laiC an hour_ The 
run obVIOusly told on us or we are 
getting old 

A nd sadly another C lub Weekend 
came to a close. We had very 

acceptable WCalhcr 011 a mOst enjoyable 
rouling and I would offer the members' 
wnrmest thanks 10 Kcit h Davies and 
Nick Hopkins for lheir e fforts. 

Alan Baker 
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