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The Cumbrian Companion 

EvelY man has something (0 do which he neg/ecls; eve,y man has 
/all/ls fo conquer which he delays 10 combal , - Or Samuel lohnson 

"You know much the best way 10 do a run repon is 10 sit right down as soon as you 
gCI home and do it there and then", 

So said my fellow "scribe", Mike Jackson. 

As will know by now, "Jacko" is a man of some repUle, so if he should set such (\ 
sroooard then who am I to argue? 

Thus much in the same way he applied himself 10 various previous reports. I duly 
returned home with the very bcst of intentions. Tbose have lasted right until now 
when, some months laler, I SUlre at the bundles of hastily compiled notes from n 
weekcnd spent slightly IQ the right of Windcmcrc. 

Feedback has suggested thnt morc tban onc supper has become tepid and then cold 
due to the unintenupted length oflhc Isle of Inn scribblings. 

To that end, and in nn otlcmpl to restore "diplomatic relations" in various Club 
member households, th is Aulumn 2003 Run Repon is split into "bite size chunks" 
mther like a Yorkic bar (but WilhoUllhc chocolUlc covering which would make your 
fingers sticky!) ... 

. .... . snd in easc you are wondering, yes you hove successfully completed the first 
section of the "Cmnbriwl Compllll iQII" 
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From a HOv I 10 a 
HOte l 

I am gelling used 10 the facllhat each 
and eVl!ry Run will inc\fltably IIlvolvc 
It mad afiemoon dash somewhere 
within thi s sccplercd Islc. To that end I 
decided \0 take a ZZR 1200 to my 
hove l the night before: departure and 
egress from there Ihe nex t day. The 
saving. I hoped, would be about 100 
miles and nil the hass le involved in the 
plethora of \asl minute tasks Ihal 
encumber progress when onc is setting 
off for a lull Run . 

A s usual my journey would not be 

entirely alone. In what has now 
become a ritual. I had elected to travel 
a\ least some of the ro utc with my 
chum Andrew Yumaha . .. .. SOI1)' , 

Smi th . 

W e had decided to make the operation 
like a good pair ofsjlk stockings 
seem less. 

D uly our rendezvous would be a 
service area somewhere convenient on 
the M6 in the general locale of 

lanches ter. 

"No problem" I thought, I can lope up 
at my own speed and meet Andy in the 
early part o f the afternoon to Intndle 
the last hundred miles in each others 
company. 

Y ou are psychic aren ' t you ? 

It will come as no surprise to you, dear 
reader, to di scover lhat al about 11.30 
a.m I sbou Id gel a call from Mrs 
Smiths' son saying that plans have 
changed, that he is now in Chester with 
Bob Mac and they arc keen 10 tread on. 
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With a spnng m my step. am.l half a 
sandwich III my face, I s tarted for 
points North detem,incd to make our 
flew rendez.vous. Luncasler serv ices by 
2.30 p.m. 

Difficult but no t impossible when you 
consider how fas t modem motorcycles 
arc - even if you take 1I1to account nil 
the inconveniences o f police, speed 
camcr:ls. conlra nows and those big tin 
things with a whecl at cach corner. 

On balance, it' s probably a 101 casier 
10 cover ground quickly while on one's 
own anyway, even if it is not ns 
companionable. Onc county and its 
gloriously 3ppointcd scrvice area made 
way fo r the next until Lancaster 
"hovc" into view .... 1 wonder if 
Brighton does the same? 

4NCll over Ihe l.lIne· 1'016 (MCAlplnc's to::;O) 



There are two things sure in li fe; 

I1 At some point you will he standi ng 
in your bathroom holding a pint of 
milk a.nd wondering what yOIl are 
doing there. 

21 Just occasionally yOll can tell 
something is going wrong right away. 

vVithout any cow JUIce about my 
person it wns logical 10 go s traight pnst 
go, not co llect £200, and assume that 
nil was not well when I got off the old 
ZZR :It Lnncaster amid :1 very loud 
ticking from the hC3vily punished 
cntalytic convert ers. 

I ' d missed Andy at the firs t loca tion 
and now it appeared he WilS absent 
wi thout excuse at the s(.'Cond. 

I switched the mobi le phone on and 
tried to call bUI he was on the mcssage 
service. A hopeless si tuation then 
developed while I wondered if I had 
overtaken him or whether he had 
fo rged on and wou ld call me fo rthwith. 

Sure enough the tmsly Nokin chirped 
into life and on the o ther cnd was the 
saviour of the UK motorcyc le indus lry. 
" Hi Mart, Bob gal bored and so we 
have pushed on 10 Kirkby Lonsda le. 
Dave Martin is wi th us loo - see you 
there". 

The understandab le focus of simply 
lrying to play catch lip 10 }\ nd y and 
Bob had prec luded any distance 
calculations. It was a welcome surprise 
to discover that we could virtua ll y 
throw a cricket ball from where we 
stood united ,Il Devils Bridge into the 
Hot.el parking arcn so we made ready 
for the last spurt . 
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T ogged up wc prepared 10 (Um right at 
the Jllllction. There movmg from left to 
ngh t, rather li ke one of lhose ducks 
making steady and deliberate progress 
ac ross 11 funfai r firing range. was 

jlaurice Knighi on a borrowed GS500. 

B ob set off like a scalded cat and we 
covered the last few miles 10 our 
hostelry at IOOmph+ only to bejoincd 
in less than a few minUles by our 
Knight of the rond, Maurice. looking 
relaxed and ready for !I gin and tonic. 

MO. I 1I1le Valley. ("'.lunhr1...., 

fPhOIOgJ<II>hcd by I,m BrillOl' From iI \'aSI 
rollC(.lI(\Il Or MOlorway plClures <wnlluhlc frOm 
!he ph Ologr<lph er .... SQllIo .. re vcn I~s'" 
I/lIcIC-Slin)t Ilmn IhlS oncl) 



Crossroa Is rl1en 
Krakatoa 

A \though there was something of the 
Crossroads MOlel about it from the 
outside, the Wcsllllorland HOlel was 
pleasingly appoi nted inside :me! had a 
four Smalh.::ring of bikes. vans and 
trailers in the parking area when we 
hac! arrived and locked up [or the night. 

GnJrTMd to the poilll Bob, who had 
strode manfully into recept ion, 
dec lared that he would hnve a si ngle 
room please. " ) don ' t want to share 
with another man" said the Welsh 
hennit. what he didn ' t waollo shafe 
was 10SI on the wind us the others 
s igned on the do tt ed line and made 
thei r way 10 allotted rooms. 

Considering it was adjacent to a 
motorway, the view of rolling hills in 
the dis tance and highland canie in U1C 
foreground was as spectacular as 
anything ' had witnessed in recent 
ycnfS of traveling for the big K. 

I f Lhe Japanese Ihm bui ld the majority 
of our motorcycles are so clever then 
why have they not yet developed a 
p lasma screen measuring SO by 6ft ? 

F o r the sam e fee as most businessmen 
pay Lo " mistakenl y" have the adult 
channel on all night, could not a screen 
replace the room window whereupon 
one could Selecl and number of views 
from ~t key pad. 

Imagine retiring with the hanging 
gardens of Babylo n spread out before 
you only tQ wake witnessing the 
migltly powcr of Krakatoa in full 
nood! 
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ulIably refreshed and unpacked I 
joined Andy, Bob, Maurice, Dave and 
n ga thering host of the great and good 
in the bar area, 

till on my "dcIOx" I was YCI 10 fully 
return to the hop nnd elected to sup 
Gi ngcr Beer while others had brews of 
a st ro nger variety. 

ILlb conversation was, as usual , a mix 
of business and pleasure with a 
generous smattcring of hunlour. One 
feels al case immediatcly :md the 
months between events evaporate in 
minutes. 

As we sat in wellupho lslcred sofa's I 
asked Maurice his opinion of the 
recently publiShed biography of 
equal ly recen tly dcparted Barry Sllcene. 

Givenlhat I knew of the author I was 
keen to hear the assessment 0 r 
someone such as Maunee who had 
actually been there. "Rubbish", said 
Maunce. ··Virtually every section that 
mentioned me was inaccurate or 
simp ly did not happen". 

01 cl1lirely su rpnsed I pushed him 
further and asked ifhe had bough t the 
book in order 10 come to this 
conclusion. 

.. enainly not, I went 10 \V .H. Smiths 
and read it in installmcnts!". 

It is easy to il11:tgine Mauricc on hi s 
folding garden chair in Smiths with his 
thennos nex t to him tell ing other 
shoppers to be quict while he ploughcd 
through yet another chapter isn't it ? 



K eilh D:IVics lold us that he had 
recently bought a pedal bike 10 keep lit. 
Seemg wc were ready to pde in he 
offered that he hOld in fact only co creel 
3 miles o n it so far. This. and the 
thought of the C lub Chnimlan in a 
figure huggi ng Iycrn suit, moved the 
topic of convcrsallo n on rapidly to 
luggage and how to transport il to Club 
runs. 

An ea rlier idea p r'dcticed by Simon 
Hill was lIsed by Keith fo r this ml1. He 
had sent hi s clothes by UPS la the 
Ilolcl and would have them deli\'crcd 
buck home by the same method. 

Oh how wc envied hi s en terp rise, oh 
how we wished wc had th,lI kind of 
roresight. .. oh how wc laughed when 
the hotel told Keith his parcel had not 
arrived. 

Speaking o fluggage. it emerged that 
Mike J:lckson would not join us in the 
lake di stric t. As a guest of Lo uis 
Vuillon, Mike had been invited, !lay 
ordered , to ullend the It alia lassic in 
Puglia . How Mike could have betr.1yed 
liS like thi s I could not fatholll . 

\Vhy in heavens name would he 
choose the company ofassortecl ex 
world champions, various mi llionaires, 
live s tar luxury. the best cars ever 
mauufnclured .lOd a bevy of the most 
gorgeous women on the planet over a 
C lub nm I cannot understand. 
Certain ly if I were given the chance I 
know where my loyalties would 
lay.... ... ow where did I pUllhat 
Italian phrase book ? 

S eriously though, Mike would be a 
sad loss on thi s run o n any nwnber of 
accounts. His effortless humour and 
equa lly effortl ess riding style arc 
always a feature of:, weekend away. 
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So too are his ncerbic observation at 
the Saturday dmncr as crgcant al 
Anns. 

That did, however, raise the possibility 
of:! gu ilt free even t given th:1I i l was 
learnt so laiC Mike wou ld be knee deep 
in expensive suitcases and hat boxes 
all weekend. 

M ,anfu ll y into tlH.: breech strode 
Nonnan Hyde. NOI a vindictive man 
by mUurc (! ), Norman wou ld cover for 
Mike for thi s event I say manrully as 
Norman was overtl y masculine on this 
occasion having spro llt ed enough 
rncial hair to qualify for a European 
fanning subsidy. 

There was tcmporary confusion 
alllong the reception stafras the hotel 
had o riginally been declared open by 
nutty botanis t and equall y fuzzy Or 
O~wid Bellamy - perhtlps he had 
returned IQ see whethcr the place was 
stilllllTiving. 

Practi ca lly, not vani ty. had the largest 
part to play offercd n cornered Hyde. 
111C rull sct, he claimed, was simply so 
he could spend another five minutes in 
bed ofa morning instead o r shaving. 

'r his s li ghtl y abstract conversatio n was 
suddenl y spilt asunder by a hearty 
shout of hello from Ho n Treasurer. 
Delmis I3ntes who strode across the bar 
area li ke a man on a miSSIon. Thus 
with his panniers under his anns and a 
crash helmet dangling preciously from 
I don 'I know what, or where, he 
bounded up the stairs to the upper floor. 

O bscured, as he wns, by all that 
luggage Dennis ' "focHo-eye 
coordina tIOn" was not what il should 
have been and he somewhat misjudged 
thc heigh t orhis desi red stair. 



The tumble and crosh or ABS back 
down the stairs was qUite a cacophony. 
You willullderstand thut thi s loud 
report COlll.rasted with the silence from 
assembled members in the bar arc,l 
gazlllg upon Bales senior spread eagled 
on the stairs. It 's been D few mo nths 
since Dcnnis sat Ius eleven plus and we 
were understandably concemcd. 

Up he j umped doing n rc'lsonable 
Impression o f Jimmy Dninty :md 
conquered the remaining night like a 
gazelle. 

T ypical ofDennis - to make a grand 
entrance by falling UP n night of stairs. 

Following thi s daylight cabaret, a 
group orus listened 10 Peter Bolton 
relate hi s career hi story. He has 
cert ainly led a full and interesting life 
and to ach ieve:..lll that nying would be 
the envy of other club av iators like 
HOIl Dutchman, Gt:ofTSclvidge. 

A romler MCI President, Peter was 
involved, with Michflcl Evans, in the 
importation of Puch mopeds rrom 
Austri a. At onc lime they were 
bri ng ing 40,000 unit s n year in. an 
impress ive fi gure compared 10 today's 
I)TW market 

I can st ill remember at fifteen gazing 
all dewey eyed at a "JPS Puch Grand 
Prix" moped complete with ... a rev 
counler. Elite Motors and laurice K 
won the day lhough and I eventually 
invested in a Suzuki AP50. 

A ccord ing to club historian Dcnnis, 
the Austnan company wen t through 
several incarnations until, in 1928, it 
became teyr Daimler Jluch 
Fahrzucgtechnic Gmb l-l , One of 
l\lIstria 's biggest companies, and 
sure ly the one with the longest name. 
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R ather li ke Slater Wnl ker laking an 
interest in your company, Puch found 
itself with an unwelcome large 
shareho lder (in every sense of the 
word) in 1938 when art "ex pert" ~U1d 
WW 1 Oyl ng ace, Henllun Goring. 
"acquired" a 75% interest III the finn . 

Post war, the production of 
motorcycles made way for mopeds and 
Peter, being an ex Raleigh rnnn we ll 
versed in bicycles became the im porter 
ror Ihese and, latterly, Ihe infamous 
exercise bikes. 

A s a sort orElIi s Ishllld fo r C lu b 
members, the bar made a use rul 
checking-i n point located twixt 
reception and the bedrooms. 

P eter Sheen scurri ed into the bar in an 
unchamcleri sticall y nus tered mood. 
Apparently he had leO hi s well wo m 
"portfolio" behind :'llol1g wilh hi s diary 
and sundry paperwork. Remembered 
was his fame prize which was a shame 
really as I bet Ihe prize was worth a 
fcw quid bUllhat PRTS dIary, sho uld 
anyone ever gellhcir hands 011 il , is 
probably priceless. 

Speaking of which, I hope Frank is as 
carefu l o rhis MRA members subs as 
he is of his own finances as he selected 
a bottle of wine as a rnme prize that 
cost less than most good res taurants 
charge ror minernl water. 

Nexl !-I'uw joined us on the casy chairs. 
nlC Hawaiian style shirt hc sported 
was more reminiscent of world tmveler 
namesake Michael Palin than that 
which are used to rrom J-I uw. 



His guest Louis Cole waS:l senior 
cxecutive at Texaco and hnd known 
Huw for some years and now lived in 
Freshwater, I>embrokeshire. 

Evening was drawing on by now :md 
the burble of conversalion was suitably 
fueled by drink thanks to the efforts of 
kitty mcislcr, Dermis Bales. With the 
choice of famlhousc soup (great but 
Ihe bits of masonry gCI in your teeth), 
chickcn salad or melon for starters, wc 
looked further down lhe printed menu 
and made our se lection from Salmon, 
Cumbri:m pork or veggic fnendly stir 
fn ed vegetables for the main course. 

And so 10 Ihe "Bobby S<lnds Sui te" for 
the evening meal.. 

Maurlcc Knlglll rmd Peter BOlton ~1\<I1 C stories 
and Whbkl,..')' (umes 

-Then I fold the MmlSICf where he could Stick 
hl'i ICglSlation-.. Tom haWs ,Ill enthralled 
.Juulcnce In the pnirn o f hL'i hnnd 
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Eat, clrink, ror 
tom orrow w e ride 

\ ·Vc made our way to the venue sel 
aside for our evening repast and circled 
tables in small groups. 

Gmce said wc S:1I, but ror some who 
h:ld il l ready uone so who woult! be 
dealt with by Norman 111 due course. 

'; II ;ng at a table that included Nlartyn 
Roberts, I hC:lrd fiS mllch as he could 
icg(llly tell me about the workings of 
hi s employer. Pro-Drive, and hi s input 
into vehicle developments for various 
C:lr l1lanufnclUrcrs and the efforts oflhe 
vanOus mlly learns based at the 
Biccster HQ. 

K cilh. j)rc-armed via the ever nllcntive 
Dennis, infonned us that there was a 
record attendance of thirty fou r 
members and seven guests for thi s run 
and then raced through the apologies. 

M ichacl was still in Greece and 
unable to tear himsc\ r away from the 
hent :lnd dust ::lJld viciss itudes of 
building a swanky apartmcnt to auend. 
Former colleague of Michael aIlhe 
"blue'n", David Dixon had a problem 
with hi s leg which one was not 
chronicled . 

With Mike lackson in Italy and Chris 
Ventrcss unwell, we heard that Simon 
I-lill was al 3 90th Birthday ce lebration 
for his mother, 

D avc Hill , who I SWc.1r shares his 
name with a guitaris t of 1970's band, 
Slade, had a "clash of dates" - perhaps 
he was on a sell Ollt lour,. 
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Blakcy had .. I family commitment 
while Ray l3atcrsby nOI only could not 
attend but couldn' t even come up with 
n creative reaSOn for his nbsenee .. 

Guesls were duly announced by their 
sponsor slnrting wilh Peter Sheen who 
went to grenl lengths to describe 
Graham Inteham of Avon. 

B efore wc had limc 10 wonder ifhe 
was goi ng to try and sell us cosmetics 
it emerged Ihat Graham was actually 
frolll Coopcr A van Tyres and 1101 the 
'\ling-dong Avon ca lling" p{.-oplc. 

D an Sagar, with perhaps onc cye on 
the possibilities of claiming against lax, 
invited;] ciiem, GcoffTravcll of Knox . 
the body annOllr spccialists. While 
Oave Plumber had Mark Ilopkins with 
him who admitted to be onc of the 
growing band of young "propeller 
hends" that do things with computers 
on the Intemel to sell motorcycles. 

J ohn Nelson brought "son number 
three", Slcve, who it transpired, had 
compcted in the Paris· Oakar rally and 
volunteered to drive the break down 
v!m for the club which cam ed him 
double points o n both accounts. 

h appeared that Huw rn:'ly have 
thOUght that the run was sponsored by 
Tesco as he brought 'lthrec for the 
pricc of onc" and introduccd us to Paul 
Lopez. van driver, Greg Elson, RAC 
executive and the aforemcntioned Lois 
Colc who unlike Mike Evans in Greece 
is III oil. Tom Waterer brought MC) 
number crunchcr iek Brown and 
local hero David O'Neill had Paul 
Peters of Hoeo with him. 



'Tllne now for 11111 organi sers Keith 
Blair and Tony Dawson to avail us oC 
the route, :md the benefit of thei r local 
knowledge, 

'K cilh 's SynOPSIS began with an 

earnest wuming about the scurci ty of 
petrol avai lable the response to which 
was Martyn Robcl1S declaring Ihal he, 
"blamed the t\rabs", 

O nly a few miles into Ihe action the 
next day wc ilrc due to visit a bread 
shop , the adoption of which according 
to KClth. was "un interactive co ll ective 
decision", that and the Cact that 

orman Hyde IS apparently a bread 
fe tishis l. 

We were further warned about the 
possibly of motorcycl ists at the coffee 
stop and lhe lunchtime visi lto a lead 
Illine so alleast I could buy a new 
pencil. 

T any Dawson, who had so far been 
1I.l1charactcristically quiet, chimed in 
that he would be lail end Charlic. On 
blue Yamakl according to Keith ... a 
"Midnight Blue" onc said the cver 
acc urate Tony, 

vVith maps di stributed, examined:lI1d 
ultimately lost wc tumed to the rame 
nll1 in most d irecl and efficient fashion 
by Andy Smi th , the man who had 
earli er quite blatantly said to scvcml, if 
not all members. "excuse mc, can I 
look at your rame ti cket", 

S o it came to pass that I spooki ly won 
a Yamaha watch (showing the wrong 
date), GeofTSelvidge won 11 copy oCa 
book he already owned and Peter 
Sheen. who at least had a chance to get 
it home by car, won a rtUlge of garden 
furniture brought as a prizc by Bill 
Colquhoun, di sp layi ng a dark sense of 
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humour that should be repaid by hnn 
winning a six mnn innalablc ran on the 
next run. I made tl note and sal back to 
enjoy the rest of the tat bClIlg 

distributed. 

Unlike distraught Villagers being 
oITercd halfa loafofbread from Ihc 
tai lboard of a United Nations l.n1ck, 
most club members tned not to catch 
Andrew's eye. In fact, more than a few 
disguised the number on their tickets 
as soon as it became known that they 
had won something that should rea lly 
have been sent straight to the 
Westmorland tip UlllS cutting out the 
"middle man". 

M auricc Knight, who I have realised 
is a difficult man 10 impress, had a 
look like a depressed Clement Freud 
when presented with a Ta iwanese tyre 
pressure gauge and "Grcyboots" 
Goodman won a bottle opener and no 
bottle while Oreg Elson sat looking at 
a full bollle of beer with nothing to 
open it with, 

Somcone, and I do nOI reme mber who, 
won a guide to the lake district which 
was donated by Tony Dawson only to 
be informed that it had been bought at 
the last minute Crom lhe adjacent 
service station, Sti ll at least he hnd not 
gone with his fi rst choice - an egg 
sandwich. 

H opefully the Dianese T Shirt won by 
Dave Mm1in was filled with ABS 
(additional be ll y space). In addition , 
onc hoped that the lucky winner orthe 
bottle or wine donated by Frank could 
find the number of the temperance 
society this lale at night. 



T opIcally Bill COlquhoun won a Ilarry 
Potter mug donarcd by Mr de ClilTord. 
1 say lopicall y as the Club Raffle is a 
great barometer for what was in 
fashion . . .. approximmely two years 
prevIous. 

Perhaps we shou ld drop the name 
fame and rename it - "To good to 
throwaway· bUI 100 awful to keep" 

'f lm! being s<lid the final presentation 
of the evening of an engraved lankard 
was gracefu ll y and thankfully received 
by a surpri sed and delighted Kcith 
Blair. 

Coffee'S finished wc len the suih:: and 
made our W3Y 10 the bar from which 
few departed until way aOcl' Ihe 
witching hour. 
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EggS. bacon ... 
and a shower cap 

B reakfast the following moming was 
taken with a steady now of C lub 
members· some wi th a li lllc more 
blood nowing through the veins III 
thei r eye. .. than others. 

O nc orlhe carli est to step lip 10 the 
p late was Bob Trigg who had It SOITy 

laic to tell about the recently 
immolated Nat iolla l M Ol rcycle 

I USCUIll . 

I t was Bob who had Jelll the museum 
the last ever I orton Commando which 
like many others. hac! turned inlo ~I pil~ 
o f twisted tubes and melted. scorched 
alurninum and steel. li e said that most 
machines had mehed :.lIld that ora 
Rotary cngincd Nonon the sole 
surv1Vmg component was onc of the 
hardened rotor lips. 

Speaking of plutes, Ocnnis was 
obviollsly nOI al all happy abut 
something. 

1-1.wing worked with him in the past I 
know what Cl stickler for detail he is, 
and what a cumlUdgeon ly fellow he 
can be when deaJmg with those "below 
stairs". 

B romley's finest had carefu lly made 
hi s way along the cooked fayre on 
display and was app roxim:ltely 64.3% 
through constmction hi s breakfast 
when he realized the plate was 
horror of horrors - cold!! 

P orts and airports were shut, s toc k 
exchanges suspended and global 
mergers put on hold while the kitchen 
slaffwerc ca ll ed for. 
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Once Dcnnis has discmbowelcd al 
least two oflhcm with a grapefruit 
km re and received a warm plate, order 
was restored and the world started to 
turn once more. 

A s:t group of motorcyclists sta )-~ ng al 
a hotc l we do not throw teleVIS ions ou t 
ofllle windows, drive Bentley's mlo 
Ihe swimming pool or set the fire 
alanns offal 3.00 3 .111., but show us a 
co ld phlte at breakfas t and Ihere is a 
strong eh:mce we willlrash the place, 
or:n the very le'iSl unwrap lhe shower 
cap and not use il. 

S eemingly unconcerned by the me lee, 
Dave Plumber's guest, Mark Hopkins, 
created an anistic yet cdibl e mo nolith 
which he titled "breakfas t fo r onc". 
You have to respect somcone that call 
shovc l lhat amount ofbrcl.Ikfust away 
knowing they will spend lhe nex t four 
or five hours bent double ovcr the l::mk 
of a Ducati 996. 

F irst nlrum of the day was, 
appropriately, that of Mark Hopkins. It 
was either a bike o r cholcsterol alarm, 
I cou ld not tel l which, 

B ookies all ovcr the NOrl h Wcs t 
waited for the nex t shriek and sure 
el~oug.h KCit.h Blair' s BMW chimed up 
with hghts, mdicalors and s irens 
screaming just like it does on every run . 

P retty SOOn all the bikes :md most of 
tllC riders were fac ing in the right 
d irection and pati ent, reserved fe llows 
like Bob Mac were reVving their 
engines and sounding homs in 
j lltl cipal ion, 

O ne qUick check with TOIlY Dawson 
and wc should be away. 



T ni l end Charll e wou ld. If we were nOI 
careful, be a very distant Charli e g ivcn 
that Ihe "Midnight Bluc" Ymmthn did 
not c lunk 011 10 gear. The hydraul ic 
clutc h was nei ther " hyd r~IlJl ick ing" or 
"clutching" and Icchnicnlly spe .. lking, 
he had broken down before even 
tuming Cl whee l. 

A ner some "blecding timc" (copyright 
James Robertson JUSIICC. Doctor in the 
I-louse 1954), gears were rcslored and 
Tony signalled he wns reudy. 

Visors were pulled down. racing 
gloves tensed against hair trigger 
throttl es and, in David St rnlhctlrron 's 
case. a tart an nlg was pulled 
purposefull y across his knees. 

O ut of the parking :lreil and over the 
M6, it was cold and misty while wc 
sett led into some kind of order and 
assorted chokes and fast Idles faded 
away as engines w1lnncd. 

The arca we wou ld tmverse is Cliss· 
crossc<1 with roads o f varying ages and 
strctching back Illany hundreds, ifnot 
thousands. of years. 

From droving routes, coal roads. 
mi litary roads to lhe more mod em and 
apparentl y mundane motorways, a ll 
have their story 10 tell. 

D uring the J 3111 llnd 14th century this 
area of the country wns dominated by 
the movement of stock, IllOSt 

espec ially sheep and c.Hlle trans illng 
from Scotland to the Midlands and, for 
some, the far South and the various 
fairs and markets at which they were 
sold. 
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K lrkby Icphen's SL Luke's faIr, for 
Instance, was granted by Edward III in 
1353 111 return for an lIndenak ll1g by 
RobeTI de ClilTord, Baron of 
Wc~;(rnorland. owner of lhe Manor of 
Kirkby Step hen. to provide the King 
with l11elHlI-amlS and ;trclIers for hi s 
wars wi th the Scots. 

o It secllls as ifwllCS have not 
changed dramaticall y in Ihe pas l fcw 
hundred ycars then. The duplicity of 
n~lti ons in respect of war and trade is 
110t new and it must there fore be a 
human instinct to lum a blind eye 10 
connie t if there is a buck to be made. 

Thc first couple of miles were 
reminiscent of the Isle o f Man in that 
the conditions were misty but promised 
bell er weather later. 

In rront lay the si nLlous dales roads and 
behind lay Solway Firth, :l decidedly 
romantic spot of some importancc .. . 
but of greatest significance was thm it 
played host to the birth of Cl lib 
member, David 0 Neill. 

Even on the clearest clay it would be 
too far to sec the glint of the blue 
plaque so wc took his word for it and 
carried on towards Applcby4in
Westmorland and Langwathby. 

N ext stop was Melmerby and our first 
planned halt of the day, a bread shop. 
Like its produce it rose to the occasion. 
TIlis was no ordinary bakcrs but an 
organic enterprise of some local and 
national renowll . We parked up and 
some wcnt inside to sample the bread 
makers an - most notably Onl1an 
Ilyde who emerged rrom the premises 
with a large loafbut minus the fi sh that 
would have made the lunch stop 
largely redundant ifhe had chosen to 
lIse his vast and mysten ous powers. 



The Village bakery was founded in 
1976 in a 200 year o ld converted stone 
bnOl and has since ex panded nOljust in 
temlS of its faci lities but It !; customer 
base too. Sold ill Waitrose, Sainsbury's, 
ScI[ri dgcs and Tesco. the produce of 

teimerby village bakery is enjoyed 
countrywide. This enJ oYlllent 
apparently extends to well known heir 
and nora conversationali st, the Prince 
o fW"l cs, who visite(l lhe site on 200 1 
and was reportedl y impressed with 
what he saw. 

The complexit ies of building a wood 
pellet fired, hot gas by·pass combustcr 
bre:ld oven paled into insign ificance 
once the gathcred ensemble witnessed 

ick Jcffry s tarting his venerable 
Brough Superior. 

\+Vith a variety of levers and a twist 
grip at ei ther cnd of the handlebar, plus 
a further selection of contro ls sprouting 
from the most un likely places, the 
8rough looked like it had been 
designed by Igor Sikorsky - no wonder 
T .E. cou ld ride a camel with such case. 

As Nick and lhe Brough chuffed into 
lire we were instructed by Kcith that 
the next section was the canter to the 
coffee Sla p atop IJle Hnrtsidc pass and 
that, should we wish , we could bre.1k 
illlo a gallop iflhe conditions allowed. 

J udging myse lf to be in a safe spOI (to 
lhe rear of Bob ·tac) I cased along the 
incline wllh equall y inc reasing speed. 
It W:l.S obvious that this would be onc 
of the belter chances of the day to get 
ro und 10 th ree o'clock on the rev 
counter so we upped the pace and 
made progress. 

R aislIlg the game somewhal the last 
section was very Sleep with cars at 
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regu l~lr inlervals breaking the group 
mto manageable sect ions, Fo llowing 
Bob we had a loose IInderstanding 
which mean t thnl we could dart past 
,lilY number of cars WIthout :my undue 
fuss. 

D ave Plumber was on ano ther wave 
band that moming and pulled oul just 
as Bob as alongside hl1n. It could have 
been nasty. but Bob just looked 
s ideways long enough to make eye 
contact and Dave s tayed in the gap he 
was intending 10 vncute. 

P arked up at the head of the pass in 
the pOI)ular '-Iartside Caft. Dave was 
most apo loget ic and Bob duly accepted 
with alacrity. In his days at Honda Bob 
would have had Davc rubbed out for 
that move so it was nice to sce the o ld 
bear had a cuddl y side lOO. 

P ursuing his usual stream of logic 
Tony Dawson said , "those that want to 
cat, cat .md those that don't, d OIl ' t" . 

Not quite Shakespeare bu t 
understandable none tllC less. j made a 
few notes outs ide and then settled wi th 
Martyn Roberts at one oflhe many 
tables to hear ~Ibout a short trot he had 
secured on the Voxan brought by 
Richard Davies. '' It 's a brilliant bike, 
but no one buys brilliant bikes 
anymore", was the pithy summary 
we could not find It in our hearts to 
disagret;. 

P cter Sheen removed his crash helmet 
into which was mounted an igneous 
in tercom system. "Ws for when me 
and Tina ride together", sa id Peter. My 
hope was that it was nOI voice 
activated lest the lovely Tina th ink it 
broken in o ne direction. 



Retummg outside. ;l sizable :md 
moslly ;lpprecmtivc crowd stood round 
Nonnnns latest creation, ;l Thnlxton 
Bonncville complete with upper fairing. 
less restrictive pipes and a bolt hanging 
merrily Ollt of lhe handlebar area. The 
scat and handlebar rclnllonship looked 
ideal and drew compliments as did the 
lIew front brake calipcr. Only onc 
slightly detr:lcting voice rang out 
stating "that was a good bike before he 
started". a pint to whoever guesses 
who that wns .. 

It w~tS observed from our windswept 
ecrie that, on a clear day, one could sce 
scven counties from here, these being 
Cumberland, I orthumberland. 
Westmorl3nd, Dumfries, Galloway, Co 
Durham and Ihe East Borders. 

O ur eyes so re at such a stare, we 
remollnled, jcnisoned the IWO extra 
riders that had erroneous ly been 
coerced into joining our happy band 
and turned towards Alston and the lead 
mint: at enthead. 

'rhe pace toda y was comfortably swiO 
with no time to let the co ld set in or 
take that second cup of tea, and 
certainly no time to check Keilh 
Blair's nsscI1ion that Ulston had more 
"bastards" than any o ther town in the 
UK . 

Up here on the moors it was n:ttumlto 
renecl on the variety of transport that 
had been and was st ill used. from the 
drovers on fOOl, the first crude carts 
then carriages and. most significantly. 
the era ofmJ lway expansion that 
opened lip this and other traditionally 
ina.cccssiblc parts Of lhc UK. 

M ost oflhe railways are ei ther gone 
or preserved as shadows of their 
fonn er selves but, sadly, economics is 
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always the overrid ing factor and we 
would soon witness the see-saw effl:cl 
of demand and market va lue at the 
Lead mine at enthead. 

Vou am tiC<: ~~'Cll COullt icS .. OIn(1 pC,h.Jps 
Dav icl 0 Nt·UJ·., !)lrlhl>LlCC. from here 

" )C Ol!>SCtnl)/cfl crowd In mlt! -'hfOl'~- IlOSe 
for 111(" ,lme,.. :)1l'\'cllIhC<:lcl Mlnc_ 

Manyn HoJx:n~ $(lvC!o U~ ;:\ 1>raC11",1 
(ICmOllslroukm of his blll,:resl In nllJ)(~ nnd 
mlnhlg 



You can take a 
horse to wa ter , 
but a pencil. . 

A s the mainstay Oflhc village, the 
lead nllllC spent mosl or its life 
teetering between breaking even, loss 
and, al times. a small profit. That 
wasn ' t to say Ih:n during these limes 
mining the ore was any easier and, for 
the IlUtjorily orits life, the material was 
hewn by hand in nearly Cony miles or 
galleries and drawn to the surface by 
horse drawn cnrls. 

The right to mine changed hands 
severa l times and. occasionally. new 
1l111chinery was introduced - usually 
just as the IC~ld price or demand 
s lumped once morc. InlCfcstingly lhis 
chnnge in demand st retched all the way 
back to the early 1500's when Henry 
VIII ordered lhe dissolUlion orLhe 
monasteries and the market was 
nooded with lead stri pped from 
ecclesiast ical bui ld ings. 

F rom it s position in the mid to late 
19th ccnlUry, provid ing up to halfofthe 
world's lead. the spectre of cheaper 
foreign imports destroyed the industry 
once and for all. Small pockets 
persisted in the onh, and the last 
mining en terprise, in Swaledale, closcd 
in 1990. 

Contemplat.ing the pretty miserable 
li fe of a miner I watched Davies 
"minor" panning for lead , go ld or 
whatever in the exhibit outside the 
windows of the cafe and made my way 
Lhrollgh a welcome pasty and some 
soup. 

L-I igher up the vall ey was an exhibit ion 
of some lead crushing and other sundry 
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mining mach1l1ery <111 powered by 
wilter. Strolling up with Tom Waterer 
we pondered the lot of the mOlOrcyc1e 
industry In contrast to the fate of le:td 
I11l11ing. It 's st rct ching a pOlm, but we 
have already seen the change in British 
fortunes as a rC!;ull or forei gn imports 
and now the roller coaster of demand 
which has changed and compressed the 
so called "buying season". 

Ever Ihe optimist, Tom understands 
Ihe necd lO balance the: undeniable 
pcrfonn;.11lcc avai lable from modem 
machines with the need 10 bc 
responsible and for industry to self 
rcgu lale in Ihe face of government 
pressure and rismg accident s tati stics. 
LcL'i all hope Tom conlinues to enjoy 
his motorcycl ing and the pressures of 
lhe MC!. 

The run afier lunch would bc pretty 
much :l free ride nil the way to Brough 
where wc were duc to s top for a 
"photographic o l)ponuni ty" as they say 
in all Ihe best PR agencies thesc days. 

Order reigns in these si tuations and, 
marking comers apart, members 
generall y rind themselves in the right 
grou p withill a fcw Ill! Ics o r setting off. 
So it was that I rode with MRA head 
honcho, Frank Finch, Bob, Andy and 
Dave Martin fo r this section of the run 
and sampled the deligh ts of Andy's 
Yamaha FJR 1300 sport lourer. 

There arc plenty of people who will 

say that there is no such thing as a bad 
motorcycle but that does not mean they 
will ride or cncountt:r anything other 
thiln a mediocre onc. The FJ stands 
outside this as a really accom plished 
piece of machinery. I had the use of an 
o ld style FJ 1200 a while ago and apaJ1 
from its thi rst il was n great bike. This 
modem incarn<lIion is sublime and I 
envy Yal11aha fo r it. 



oon we were bend sWlllging at three 
figu re speeds with myse l f clIIlg1l1g to 
the licence p late of Dave Mart in 
likewise FJR mounted . Following his 
embarrassm en t o n the Is le of Man nUl, 
Dave had now bedecked his FJR with 
an II1genious radiator guard not 
unnlJicd to a loud speaker grill. 

I experi enccd first hancllhc rcason 
why he has fitted the hi - fi extra 10 his 
mount whil e following him and Ducati 
996 mounted r..,'lark Ilapk ins. Not only 
do modem high pcrfomlancc lyres 
only las t a couple of thousand miles 
but, being so sticky, they tend to fire 
small s tones like bullets for hundreds 
of fect behind thcm. It is ccrtain ly 
something clse to consider be fore 
staying behind onc o f these machines 
down a country lane o r moorland road 
like Ihe ones wc were usi ng. 

M :Jking good usc ofthc to rque and 
easy going nature of hi s machine, 
Gcoff elvidgc made good progress on 
u ZR-7 alld was obvious ly enjoying 
himse lf. Bill Colquoon was reall y 
motoring on hi s TOM Y:mlaha and 
cruised effOJ11ess ly in the upper 
"ninet ies" for mile aner mile. 

"GreyboolS" Goodman hove into view 
on his BM \V boxer riding line astern 
Wi Lh Nick Hopkins on his customary 
Ducat i S1'2. There were the usual 
glimpses of To III Waterer o n a 
borrowed Hand;) V~lradero hooning 
into camers with Keith and Richard 
Dnvies recognisable o nl y by their 
riding gear so popular are the 
motorcycles that they bring seemingly 
for others lO ri de. 

I expect you could lend Keith a 
Ralcigh Runabout and he would ride 
ri ngs round yOll so machinery is not a 
problem for him . Havi ng said that, it 
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IS so characteristic of hitn that he 
\\ illingly lets others sample hi s cllohen 
Illachinery be it a Triumph Spnnt or 
some other member of the Three Cross 
"fami Iy" of marques. 

B ack o n my Kawasaki ZZRl 200, and 
ndlllg with Frank, wc past the " unholy 
allitlnce" ofDcnnis Bales, Wilf 
Harrison ~lJld Maurice KJlight all 
enjoying the countryside seemingly 
without a care in the world - except 
what time the bar would open. 

J us t before Middlctoll-in-Teesdale, 
and to our lefl, wc passed Il1gh Force 
wa terfall. With a 70n drop this is 
Eng land 's largcst waterfilll and wonh a 
look 0 f we had not shot past il t a tad 
over 3 tOn. 

R ight or South West we started down 
the 136276 towards Brough. To our leO 
the massive 107 hectare Seise! 
reservoir s its at 310 meters and is 
jOined in feeding the tllirst o f the o rth 
by Grassho lmc and Bolderhead 
reservoirs. 

We have, by now, effectively ridden 
three qU:lrters of the way rOllnd a roule 
which encloses the ancient Millbum 
and LUlle forests in addition 10 Dunon 
fell. The Pennine way tracks :lcross 
this centre sectio n we have 
circumnavigated, alo ng with England' s 
highest and largest terrestri al National 

:Jlurc Reserve (lTR) to the Easlof 
Dunon Fell, which is ~ll so designated a 
EUfopcnn Biosphere Reserve and 
European SpeciaJ Protection area. 

R unning through to the AG6 and 
Brough, we arrived at a forested area 
and a junction which would be m:JIUled 
by Frank. I stopped to keep him 
company and we waved cl ub members 
thro ugh. 



With our crash hats ofT. Frank 
suggested thnt belllg at the rear of the 
pack wc could tread on for a few miles 
as soon as we saw the RAC V3n. 

T he orange Tnmsil appenred and wc 
duly mounted up :md roared off. I 
think Frank must have got 10 the 
rcdlinc in second before he 510\\,(."<1 
s uddenly and came 10 a juddering htlll. 

E ven though we appeared to be io a 
forcst it emerged wc wcrc about a hal r 
a mile from Brough and the rest ofthc 
p:lck wondering why Frank and myself 
had approached them at motorway 
speeds. 

'vV c joined the group wlking 
photographs of Nick on his Brough 
(680cc and Nick's total milcl.\ge door
lo-door \.Vas 680 miles!) and then 
remounted \0 work our way South 
down Ihe A685 :md A683 10 Scdburgh 
wilh ils Grammar chaol found ed by 
yes you 've guessed it· Edward 111. 

On via Millthrop wc navigated 
weaving country roads for.1 few mi les 
before arriving at Dent Ollr aOcmoon 
tea stop_ 
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Rock cal<es and 
geology 

Famous 35 the centre of local wool 
trade aJ1(1 for ils "knillcrs", Dent has a 
history that slrctclll'S back to Rom!m 
lunes and has onnan evidence such 
<IS the doorway on lhe I orth side of the 
parish Church. 

M OSI famous son arDent is Ad:Ull 
Scdgcwick. gener:llly iJcccptcd as the 
father of modem Geology who was 
bom at lhe Old Parsonage in Vic::Iragc 
Lane. The village is, like many. a 
shadow of its fonner sc lfbul still 
reassuringly vibrant with a small 
school almost opposite the u~a shop we 
have sett led in and a number of pubs 
though not the five that were here In 

lhe 1930's. 

Above us, and wi t111n easy rC3ch afthe 
village, ro'c miles of byways which can 
be connected 10 make a very rewarding 
days trail riding. 

" Mi litary" and "Coal" roads arc noW 

mostly ust.:d by horse riders, 
mo torcyclists and the occasional 4x4 
driver - for how much longer thi s off
road pleasure will be open to onc a.nd. 
all is a malLer of debate. I wager that It 
won' l be long before trail riding is 
effectively made illegal by the rabid do 
gooders of lhe Ramblers Association 
even though byways account for less 
than three percent of the paths and 
unmade roads in lhe UK. 

And on mal semi mcssianic r,LIlI it 
may be worth noting Ihat Dentdale is 
Lhe scat of Quakerism. it having been 
established in the region . No lesser 
person that our old chum Ad;lm . . 
Scdgwick also encouraged the bUlldmg 
ora chapel by the "lnghamitcs" (a sort 
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of dub version of the Methodists) ancl. 
wlllle he had nothing bCHcr to do, was 
trus ted with proclaiming the victory at 
Walerloo 10 the villag\.'! inhtlbitants in 
1815 . 

There were no apo leonic overtones 
althe tea rooms where civi lity reigned 
while Ica and cakes were consumed 
with equal passion and hang the 
calorilic consetluences. Thus replete 
we repaired to the parking area for the 
short hop 10 Kirkby Lonsdalc which, 
for some reason, seems to gel 
mentioned al least once pl:r nm rcpon. 

K irkbyor, '/1IC Church tOWI1 i ll the 

l'Olley UpOll the LOll. is onc of Ihe 
largest towns III the area and certa in ly 
among lhe most hi storic having hod its 
market charter granted in 1227. The 
famous Devils Bridge was constnlctcd 
some lime before thi s. evidenced by 
the fact that the firs t repa irs to the 
structu re were made and catalogued in 

1275. 

Such is the reputation of the local 
beauty, that Joseph MaJlord William 
Turner pa inted the valley in hi s work 
titled Crook of LII" e in 1825 before the 
lure of the industrial revolution took 
him away to paint railway engines, 
steamships and the like. 

From K.irkby 10 Tcbay and n wann, 
welcoming bar was bu t a short dash 
Norlh, and those with sense opted for 
thi s leaving a handful of riders in the 
capable hands of onc David O'Ncill 
who you will remember hails from 
these here parts. 

L Ollls suitab ly girded wc made orr 
towards Kendal and Windcmere at 
speeds which can only be attempted 
but once in a weekend (or maybe 
twice). 



Thankfully David' s surfeit or local 
knowledge had us o ut of the tourist 
ndc1en lakeslde town in a thrice (four 
minUlcs to be pre-thrice) and wc all 
forced our way North Enst lip the 
Kirkslone pass. Dave sel a furioll s pace 
and tucked III behind were myse lf.and 
Dave Martin riding like a demon on hi s 
FJR 1300. 

I could not keep with hun into the 
corners s lill as he appeared to brake so 
late then accelerate whi le I was still 
Iry111g to work out how he had been so 
brave, 

B oth Andy and I were o n ano ther 
plane when the b ikes nhead of us 
nlshed into view as Mr O 'Ncill 
SlOpped outs ide lhe Kirkslonc Pass Inn 
with the merest hint of indication. 

Our he<trt moni tors reset we agreed to 
take on fuel as soon as possible and 
resumed bend swing ing :md 
apprcciating the local sccnery in C(IUal 
Il1easurc. 

By now I was getting more lh:m i.1 

lill lc perturbed by Dave Martin 'S 
apparent prowess and took the bull by 
lhe ho rns at the petrol stop. 

" Look here Davc", I said. "I am right 
o n you r tail into all these bends but I 
have IQ back off way before you brake, 
what is the secret ?" . 

A somewhat puzz led Mr Marlin then 
proceeded to yank Ihe SLOp handle and 
discover thut he had ridden all day wi th 
no rcar brake ligh t. No wo nder we 
were all nmning into the back of him 
waiting for him to brake - he was 
s lo pping all the ti me. 
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I roni c though, I11tH :1 mall who has 
made I1 a carcer goal to find the most 
uses ever fo r an LED spcnds his timc 
ridlllg a motorcycle without any optical 
Indic.alion o f retardation . 

Neanng Penrilh 0 11 n roads wc tu rned 
oulh and m.3de onc Inst dash for Ihe 

hotel with 0 3Vld O'Neill altering the 
pace With the rea li sation that he Illay 
have It leak tng hose ev idenced by a 
few unwelcome s lides. 

By early evening we joined the rest of 
Ihe club :11 Tcebay and su rveyed thc 
parking arc;'! complete with an array of 
well Llsed machinery. 

W c had avoided the North/West artery 
of the M6 for most or the day and were 
none the poorer fo r it evCn though the 
road itself had played a s ignHicant pan 
in changing lhe loca l arClI and access to 
the North for many years, 

The number of acciden ts o n thc 
Live rpool and East Lancashire road 
prompted speculation about a 
motorway as carl y as 1937, 111 ligh t o f 
the popularity of slIch arteries with a 
certain Mr Hitler. a plan was devised 
following:.l vis it to the Falherl and just 
before hostilities broke out. 

So with characteris tic lightening 
reactions the motorwa y \Vas s tartcd in 
1956 nigh on twenly years aOcr ils 
concept ion. The Illan charged with 
overseeing the design \Vas a certain Mr 
Drn.ke, country surveyor and 
bridgemaster of Lancashire. 

Li tt le is known of Mr Drake save that 
he was famous before the M6 
constntclion ror be ing lhe man Ulat 
proposed a " Blac kpool rillg road" , o nly 
10 be told uHlIthe Western perimeter 
might be a littl e damp. , . 



\Vith the di stant echo of the M6 barely 
audible wc made our wny into the hotel 
and a we ll deserved bath (separately of 
course!) before meeting in the bar. 

Tljfl~ 1),IW"UI1 Irk.'/'> 10 pCI_'>U,Kk.' Frank Finch 10 
;Oh. Ihe fild ... 1 hOlr .::.OCiel)·, while l'xblllljt 
ml'llllK'rS neurr Sch·I(/J.lC' ,lIId n oh M{-:'UU.tI' 
h~on 

Hick I ';IriSh <1 n! 1 NiCk 11,0\'1' arc r'C';:ldy IU ;l~1s1 
u" I "C I~ r Ml't'k flni uly I U ... kK~(''' .hal ;mnuyln}! 
lump I}f Wimc tllll k:1 Ill.." fln~nl, dJ 
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Hv d I'Ilat sm all 
change 
" 'Nlmt a great days riding". This was 
the "fucl" for bar conversati ons anclll 
sounded very much as if wc all h;ld o ur 
tanks full such was lhc burbl c of 
contented chatter prc-dinner. 

D ClUlis had chrmgcd oul o f riding g:-.rb 

and was. once Illore, collecting for" 
good cause. i.c. drink. while lonnan 
Hyde co llected yet morc namcs, ranks 
and seri al numbers for hi s s Lilll ~IS 
Sergeant :It AnllS. 

In a departure frolll no mla! Club 
convention, the evening meal would 
follow n special present:lIioll organised 
by Huw Palin in one of the Ho tel's 
confere nce suiles. 

Along wilh an extremely abl" female 
s tafTmcmber, Ilu\\' co llected liS 

together in order la share some 
memories orlhe Second World War III 
verse. 

I-li s collection o f memories had been 
assimtl.ltcd over a number of years 
frOIll a variety ofsollrces including 
ncwspapers. published books ofvcrsc 
and wartime reminiscences. 

With few collections Oflhis kind in 
print, this was n specia l chance to henr 
rrom soldiers, sailors, airmen and thei r 
lovcd ones - 3S we ll as civi lian victims 
- abou t the effcct that conflict has on 
all concemed . 

1 n a moving presentation. I-hlw and 
his aSSIstant relayed thoughts both 
humorous and hurrowing which L-cho 
down the years and arc as app licab le 
today as they were over fift y years ago. 

23 

In cont rast to the overriding and 
unders tandable humour or the weckend, 
this was an oppo rtunity for us all 10 

rcOecl on Jllst how lucky wc are nghl 
now. 

F or those or us who, hopcfully. will 
never have to be involved in connicl. It 

was right 10 pay o ur respects to those 
that did fi ght and survived and 
especially those that weOllO W:lf and 
did not retum. 

D inner was selected and wc nwdc our 
way to the ellting area o nce more. 

In contrasI10 the c311sal111anner o f the 
rriday meal. the final repas t is alwa ys 
ajacket and tie affa.ir with the I ya l 
tmls t and club busincss interspersed 
with the wit and wisd0111 - not to sny 
financial burden - of the ergcilln 31 

Anns. 

Club Chaiml.m, Kcith Davies rose 10 
sl>eak and di sgorge some pearls of 
wisdom. 

Quite ri ghtl y. hc thanked Keilh Blair 
and TallY Dawson for aJ1 excellently 
planned and executed run and then 
idled 0 11 an execlltion ofr~lIher 
different kind. 

Apparen tl y we were very lucky to 
have the company of Mr Blair at thi s 
evcnt as he had been the victim of a 
rathcr serious accident earlier in the 
year having hit a chicken in the road 
presumably playing "human". 

Luckily Kcith appears 10 be fine and 
maintains his vegetarian credentials 
aOer all you don 't get onions running 
headlong into your motorcycle do you, 
so yo u can sce his point. 



The outstanding routc 3nd great vic\\s 
,verc applfludcd before Kcith went 011 

(0 single out the RAC for praise. 

This was. said Keilh, the second run in 
our ~I oth yc::tr and there were a lot or 
young and old members in cvidence. I 
mndc a menwl notc n OllO mention pox 
Doctors c1l1lics and can·jetl on 

scribbling. 

Two things s tood ou t as impressive to 
U1C elder Davies: firstly I orman riding 
smoothl y on the Thntxton Bonnevillc 
and a 72 year old Brough rallling 
rOllnd a course plainly desIgned fo r 
modem day machinery. I am sure 
Gcorge Brough had nOI heard o rRSI 
when he invented the 680cc 
motorcyc le cum weaving loom, but wc 
all had to take our hats o rr to Nic k who 
had Ill ~mfu ll y guided the relic ro und 
with not a word of complaint. 

T any Dilwson got Ill s own back for 
being tail cnd Charli e by sell ing 
;.lJlo ther fiendi shly diffi cult quiz which 
was won by Bob MacMillan fo llowed 
by pai rings of Frank Finch wi th 
Richard Davics in second and Steve 
Nelson and onnan Hyde in third 
place. (Bob says lhat the win w ill not 
change him and he will con tinue to 
devote his life to the poor and nursing 
sick animals) 

With this, the "enjoyable" part of the 
evening over, thc light dimmc(1 and Or 
Jeckyll 's alter ego took over ill the 
foml ofMr Hyde. Sergeant at Anns. 

B ob Trigg. who had behaved himself 
all weekend, fe ll at thc first fellce and 
was fined fo r opposing the rol e of 
Sergcant at Anns. Dan Sagar soon 
rollowed ror si lting down before grace. 
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The tnullwirate of Kc ith Blair ("beards 
are lrend y these days), Oavid 

traUhclllT01l rhe can ' t tell bare f:'lced 
li es anymorc") and Kci lh Davies. wi th 
a "beardesC' ons lnu g.hl throughout 
Fridnys dUlncr, wcre a ll sanctioned for 
basica ll y taking the piss out of Nonnan. 

This was swifll y fo llowed by a fine for 
Martyn Roberts for being a "Iookal lkc". 

M y pleas for mercy went unheeded as 
I was found guilt y of spe lling mistakcs 
in the last report while Tony Dawson 
could nOI spell Hayabusa. 

A gain I fell foul ro r using a free Tcsco 
road map as my only navigat ional nid 
while GcoffSelvidgc contri buted for 
boasting just ZI lillle too mllch about his 
mounlaill climbing abilities. 

I fancied MJ Ilyde was salivaling 
when he fined Hugh Palin for wearing 
.a shil1lhat looked like '(National Trust 
Pyjamas" and Rick Parish for pulling 
stick 011 ears 011 his crash helmet. It 
must be said in mitigation [hat Andy 
Smith reckoned there was more profit 
on the ears than an RI , bUI the fine 
remained. 

N o surprise to find Irs Finch's son 
admonished for wheeJi e ing within 400 
yards of the sta rt and Bob Mac fo r 
enqUIring who the chap with the 
glasses and the Dicky bow was 
(NonnaJlofcourse). 

R ounding ofr the more creative fines 
W3S Mike Jacksol1, in absenti a, for. er, 
not being there, and Keith Blair for the 
incident where he manfull y tried to get 
two pcople to join the nm who \\Iere no 
part of the club whatsoever. 



I 0 Sergeant at AmlS is worth his sal! 
unless he can fine hnnselfand Norman 
pulled ~I cracker by admiuing that he 
insisted Bob Trigg wait for several 
final motorcycles on:1 corner when all 
the club had passed. 

Fortunalcly the mistake was spotted or 
Bob would still have been on that 
windswept comer now like a Club 
version o f Grcyfricrs Bobby. 

The remainder of the evening would 
now be ours and 1ll0S1 populated the 
bar to say goodbyes or plrul the route 
home. 

M yself. Andy :111(\ Bob had early 
business down South and made 
prcpOIrations for a very prompt slart. 

M ost, understandably, would be at the 
scheduled Club meeting the next 
morning only to remove 10 parts SOllth, 
West and North Imer on Sunday. 

Another good nm and wilh weather 
that was lIigh on perfect for powered 
two wheelers. 

A \though the thought was difficult to 
reconci le .lit 5.30 in the lIloming. I 
chuckled to myself about PRTS trying 
to explain to Tina how he had acquired 
some garden fumiture:, how some poor 
individua l would be embarrdssed by a 
well ridden Brough later in lhe day and 
whether Kcilh 's luggage wou ld ever 
make it back to Dorsct. 

Companions all and a fitting end 10 

thi s, the Cumbrian Companion. 
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The C lub C umbria Autumn 2003 

Keith Bbir 
O,WC Marlin 
Gcon~ Selvidgc 
\ ilr I larTisan 
Mauricc Kn ight 
Grahum Goodm3n 
Dcnnis Gates 
Martin Lambert 
Tony Dawson 
David O' leill 
David Slralhcarron 
Dan Sager 
Kcith Davics 
Richard Davies 
I>clcr Sheen 
Rick Parish 
Norman I-I ydc 
William Colquhoull 
Davc Plummer 
Peter Meek 
Nick JcfTrey 
Nick Ilopkins 
Tom Waterer 

lartyn Robcrts 
Tony Jakcman 
Mike Russcll de ClifTord 
Uob Trigg 
And)' Smith 
Frank Finch 
Bob McMillan 

ME 413ERS in CA R. 
JoJm Nelson 
Ilugh Palin 
Peter Bolton 

M embers, guests and their machines 

740cc OMW K75RT 
1297cc Yallluhn FJ RI 300 
749cc Kawasaki ZR7S 
798cc OM W R80 
498cc GS500E Su?uki 
1130cc BMW 1150G 
598cc Yamaha Diversion 
I I 98cc Kawasaki ZZR 1200 
1188c< Yam.ha FJ 1200 
1297cc Yarnaha FJR I300 
I064cc Grinall three-wheeler 
649cc I loncla TransaJp 
955cc Triumph Sprint ST955i 
998cc Voxan Scrambler 
652cc BM W F650 GS 
I 137c< BMW RI150RT 
790cc Triumph Thruxlon!l3Ollnevil le 
894c< YAm.h. TDM900 
942cc KTM Adventure 950 
892cc Yamahn Diversion 
193 1 680cc 13rough Superiur S880 
944cc DUC31i 944 sn 
99Scc I Jonda Varadcro 
1402<c Suzuki G X 1400 
1137« BMW KI1 50GS 
99Rcc MolO GU7..zi Calirornia III 
$47cc Yamahn TDM850 
1297cc YamMa I'JR 1300 
999cc Honda SP I 
I 298c< Il ollda C13RI 300 

Passenger to SIC' e Nelson 
Passenger 10 Paul Lopez 
3200cc E320 Mcrccdcs 
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Kick 1 r 10 n Hyde fol' 
Iwenry minUlcs and I1 was ~'tanyn Hohcns all Ihe time. 

"L e Mans" Slim 
111e ever gelS 10 a 

In Irll . Holls HOycc I I 
" fails 10 rnaKC progress" 

(SOle HAC m ans crafty fag) 



casy Icn I 
,he lYres in, then w ring her ne le. JOhn Selson 
gives \,\IUf I-Iarri'!'on Cl pep talk h 'fore the off 



i"orl1'lan Hyde's "I1m .L'<tOn l30nncvilIc 

c.1 toe nall /le keeps in ;;1 matchbox 

I I 

l /le :'-ion I) face of Cl rock cake in Denl 



A l a 
I3rollg h Superior at Dcvlrs Bridge 

The End 


