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suspiciously like a brand new Honda
Blackbird. Stopping he swapped the
massive 1100cc beast for my Z1000
and rode off with it looking like a
moped under his business lunch

physique.

Y ou have 1o admit they build these
Honda's well and it had all the whistles
and bells. Full of contradictions it had
Anti this and Pro that as well as a foel
system called PGM Fi. My favounte
had to be HISS which is a secunity
acronym for something hke Honda
Integrated Security System. ... We are
elernally grateful that Piaggio did not
patent it

Tlm:nﬂusmp was at the Calf of
Man a world famous beauty spot and
justifiably so. Steep chiffs dropped to a
strong tidal looking sea that raced
between islands in a fashion that
suggested the knitted bathing costume
should stay in the top box

Across the sound, the lower reaches
of the small island opposite were
populated by a contented and
altogether distracted group of seals
who had a familiar bulk to them rather
remimiscent of the “generously™
proportioned banqueting Manager of
the Golf Links Hotel.

Bob, who has obviously made fauna
his passion since leaving Honda full
time offered the scientific observations
that “they'll be shagging in a minute”
and crunched up the gravel 1o his bike.

The rookery splashed sbout oblivious
to the fact theta they were in the

presence of a Club (not, thank God. a
seal club) and we meandered en masse
up to the recently rebuilt tea rooms.

Dennis was busily making
adjustments to the idle speed of his
little Honda while the remainder
adjusted therr waistlines with some
sticky cakes. Tea. or indeed, coffee
were off the menu, and 50 too was light
or anything else that relied on
electncity. Apparently power cuts were
a familiar occurrence here and
cranking up the generator would tale
twenty minutes so fizzy pop sufficed.

Peter Sheen could at least tell us about
tza even if we didn’t have a cup to
dnnk. Having been here over a number
of years be offered that when
purchasing t=a from the hut that
previously stood here you could "look
mto your cup and read your fortune™.

He then went on to describe just how
grotty the place was and only
convinced me that every fortune would
be the same “You will take a shorn
journey to a tin of Epsom salts™

Making our way back to Peel we
se=med to eniss cross and turn on
ourse|ves like a knilting pattern before
pulling up at a petrol station to refuel.
Bob Trige. who had obviously grown
jealous of Nick Hopkins free form
indication promptly indicated left and
turned right. He joined Mr Jackson at
the pumps, whereupon Mike,
calculating it 10 be a very thirsty beasts
“over served” his 500cc Silverwing
scoater.

David 0'Neal teft the fuel stop and
parked up a little way down the route
to wait for the others complete with
what scemed to be a screw right
through his rear tyre. Very unfortunate
we all thought immediately dismissing
the fact that this had occurred yet again
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